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Erdem Tasdelen

< Erdem Tasdelen
201

78,7 x 80,7 cm (her kartvizit 8,4 x 5,5 cm) /

(8,4 x 5,5 cm each card)

4/5 + | edisyon, pleksiglas lizerine 48 ayr kartvizit /

4/5 + | edition, 48 individual business cards on plexiglass
Fotograf / Photo : Ugur Atag, Engin Sengeng
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Erdem Tasdelen

Sevgili
Dear
2010

47 zsayfa, (her biri) 21,6 x 8792 em / 47 pages, 21,6 x 279 cm (each)

&gt Gzerine inkjet baski ve mirekkep / Inkjet and ink on copy paper .
Yerlestirme goruniimiinden detay: Hot Spot fstanbul,

Hauskonstruktiv, Zirih, 2013 / Installation view detail: Hot Spot istanbul,
Sauskonstruktiv, Zurich, 2013

Fotograf / Photo : Stefen Altenburger
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Tasdelen olan ve karakterinin 48 farkli yénini yansitan 48 farkl
renkte kartvizitten clusan 201! tarihli bir is oldugunu sdylemem
gerekiyor burada. Kendisi ayni zamanda “sikintili bir idealist”,
“mutsuz bir kuir” ve “ikircikli bir cogulcu”dur. ikircikli olabilir ama
kendisine ve &tekilerle iliskisine dair ¢cogulcu bir vizyonu vardir.
Buradaki felsefi yola cikis noktasi, Descartes’in “Diisiinlyorum
dyleyse varim”indan daha karmasiktir. Tasdelen, kendisinden
dnce Nietzsche'nin yaptidi gibi “ben”i sorgular. Eger “ben”in 48
farkl versiyonu varsa, bu dislincenin yoriingesini daha karmasik

kilmaktadir, ¢iftdistin Uzeri 47 diyebilir miyiz buna?

Bir yazar olarak, bu sergiyi 2010 tarihli Sevgiii adli isle
sonlandirdim. Tasdelen bir dizi ask mektubu yazdi. Bunlardaki
bazi kelimelerin Uzeri ¢izilmisti, eklemeler, diizeltmeler, ifade
edilemeyecek clani -bir kisinin digeri icin duydudu aski- ifade
etme girisimleri vardi bu mektuplarda. Artik herkesin yaptid
gibi, duygular ifade edemeyisini emajilerle telafi etmez, endise,
sliphe ve tutkularnini ifade edemeyisinin k&gitta izler birakmasina
misaade eder. Burada bir denge yoktur. Bundan kacar. Askimizi
ifade etmek isterken tim kurallarn yikarz. Mantid biitiintyle
terkederken ciftdtstin bile yardimei olamaz bize.

1o

reaches for a Walter Benjamin quote: ‘knowledge comes in
lightning flashes. The text is the big roll of thunder that follows."©?

Benjamin, Walter, The ~ Erdem Tasdelen is more tentative in his
Arcades Project, The
Bel Knopf Press of
Harvard University
Press, Cambridge,

USA, 1999, p. 488

praise of literature. Indeed one of his
business cards reads ‘Erdem Tasdelen:
desolate bibliophile.’ He dwells on the
complications of identity, and the difficulty
of communicating through words rather than their thunderous
qualities. An understanding of oneself has been the essential
prerequisite of mainstream Western philosophy and psychology,
which has been fundamentally egoistic. Two more of his business
cards acknowledge this, one declaring him to be a ‘distraught
egomaniac’ and another an ‘egotistical hypocrite.’ | should
explain the artist made a work simply called Erdem Tasdelen
(20I1), which consisted of 48 differently coloured business cards,
reflecting 48 different sides of his character. He is also a ‘troubled
idealist, ‘sullen hermit,’ ‘unhappy queer’ and ‘hesitant pluralist.’
He may be hesitant but he does have a pluralist vision of himself
and his relationship with others. The philosophical peint of
departure is more complicated than Descartes’ ‘| think therefore |
am.” Like Nietzsche before him, Tasdelen questions the ‘I, If there
are 48 different versions of ‘" it makes the trajectory of thought

more complicated: doublethink to the power of 47?2

As a writer, | have left Dear (2010), to conclude this éxhibition.
Tasdelen has written a series of love letters. They are riddled with
words crossed out, additions, amendments, attempts to express
the inexpressible - the love one person has for the other. He does
not resort to the common practice now of littering his failure with
words with emoticons, preferring to let his raw inability to express
his anxiety, doubt and passion scratch its way into the paper.
There is no balance here. He is fleeing from that. In wanting to
declare our love we break all rules. Even doublethink can’t help as

we abandon all reason.
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